
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

15 January 2023 

  

Reading 1 Is 49:3, 5-6 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 

Reading 2 1 Cor 1:1-3 

Gospel Jn 1:29-34 

  

Brothers and Sisters, 

Routines are a part of our lives.  Those routines simplify our lives because we don’t really have to think 
about the how or the why of what we are doing. 

Simply put, it makes our lives easier – we don’t have to make a judgement about what we are doing nor 
do we feel the need to seek guidance or understanding. 

In fact, this routine, this familiarity often breeds contempt.  This means when you have a lot of 

knowledge about a subject you tend to lose respect for that subject. 

This could even be a person instead of a thing that you have a close association with. 

In today’s Gospel, we hear a very familiar statement: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins 
of the world.” 

Why are these words so familiar?  Because we hear and say them as part of the Liturgy of the Eucharist, 
before we receive the Body and Blood of Our Lord and Savior during Communion. 

I dare say that many of us have heard and said those words so many times that they have just become 
an automated response at Mass.  Words that we have lost respect for. 

At the consecration, the bread and wine, through the power of the Holy Spirit, becomes the Body and 
Blood of Our Lord and Savior.  To our human senses, they still look like bread and wine, just as they did 
to those present at the Last Supper. 

Yet, we are called to see with eyes of faith, eyes that see with the heart – to ultimately trust God’s 
words and promises. 

The Word became Flesh and is the Son of God, who is God.  We are called to believe in Jesus 

When we speak those words, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world”, we are 
testifying, just like John the Baptist, that the Holy Spirit has indeed descended upon Jesus.   That the 
prayer he said over the bread and wine, truly makes them the bread of life and the blood of the new 
covenant that can bring us to eternal life with God. 

 Our first reading, from Isaiah, points out something that I feel we also often overlook as part of 
testifying that Jesus is the one that the Holy Spirit descended upon and even more importantly, 
remained upon him. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/49?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/40?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?29


At our own baptisms, the Holy Spirit descends and remains upon each of us.  Each of us becomes 
beloved sons and daughters of God. 

We are called to universal holiness.  As Pope Benedict XVI said: "Holiness is not a luxury, a privilege of 
the few; something impossible for ordinary people but is instead the normal vocation of all those who 
are baptized." 

Through our baptism – each of us are called to share in Jesus’s priesthood, prophet ship and kingship.  It 
is not a call to celebrate the Mass, nor to carry a sign and preach the gospel on a street corner or to 
reign over other’s lives. 

Lumen gentium discusses the Universal Call to Holiness: 

...all the faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to 
the perfection of charity; ...They must follow in His footsteps and conform themselves to His image 
seeking the will of the Father in all things. They must devote themselves with all their being to the glory 
of God and the service of their neighbor. 

St. Josemaría Escrivá, preached the universal call to holiness especially for lay people living an everyday 
life and doing ordinary work: "There is something holy, something divine, hidden in the most ordinary 
situations, and it is up to each of you to discover it. 

The saints, models of what is possible, expressed in various ways the powerful and transforming 
presence of the Risen One in and through their lives. They let Jesus so totally overwhelm their lives that 
they could say with St Paul “it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Gal 2:20). 

Our response to the psalm today: “Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.”  King David answered this 
call, just as Isaiah the prophet does – it is the same response that each of us are called to give. 

We are not called to be perfect, none of the saints were perfect, but each strived to be holy. 

We are called to just love God with all our heart, mind, body and soul. 

We are called to just love our fellow man, just as God loves each of us. 

We are called to just love who we are, and that God never stops loving and caring for us every moment 
of every day. 

God talks to us every day, even through people that don’t believe in him. Carl Sagan, an agnostic, said 
this: “Every one of us is, in the cosmic perspective, precious. If a human disagrees with you, let him live. 
In a hundred billion galaxies, you will not find another.” 

As we approach the altar to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, let us ask for the grace we need to accept that we are God’s beloved and to live out our promise 
to be lights to the world. 

  

Amen! 

•  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lumen_gentium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Josemar%C3%ADa_Escriv%C3%A1

